
P

P

Sipsey
WildernessDismals

Canyon 

Horseshoe
Bend Road 

William B. Bankhead National Forest
Bear Creek 
Education 

Center 

Overton 
Farm Road 

Bear Creek 
Authority H.Q.

Bear Creek 
Dam

Elliot Lake 

Little Bear 
Creek Dam 

Borden Creek 
Picnic Area and 

Trailhead

Cedar 
Creek Dam 

 

To Moulton 16 mi.

Phil CampbellVina

To Quad Cities 18 mi.
To Quad Cities 28 mi.

To Natchez Trace Parkway 5 mi.
To

 T
up

el
o,

 M
S 

50
 m

i.

To
 T

re
m

on
t, 

M
S 

19
 m

i. 

To Hamilton 18 mi.

Bear Creek
To Double Springs 8 mi.

To Haleyville 10 mi.

Belgreen

Frankfurt

6

FR 210

24

24

11

25

247

90

23

23

19

187

49

58

862

62

87

87

80

80

243

243

13

13

237
12

16

37

L i t t l e  B e a r  C r e e k  
R e s e r v o i r

C e d a r  C r e e k  
R e s e r v o i r

U p p e r  B e a r  

R e s e r v o i r

57

27

4

45

16
227 52

3321

41

187

16

24

19

Hodges

172

24

Hamilton

F r e e d o m  H i l l s

Russellville

RussellvilleFlorence • Sheffield • 
Muscle Shoals •

Tuscumbia

Hamilton

Red Bay Vina
Bear Creek Explorer Loop

Hamilton-Quad Cities “Slow Road”43 43

24 19 172 43

17mi 7.5mi 10mi 18 mi

22mi 32mi

Hodges Russellville

19

48

Hackleburg

172

8miHodges Hackleburg

Russellville
North

Red Bay

B e a r  C r e e k  
R e s e r v o i r

Canoe/kayak access

Campground with ramp 

Hiking

Primitive camping

Cabins

Restrooms

Picnic facilities

Powerboat ramp

Parking/trailhead

Public attraction

Private attraction

“Slow Road” route

Bear Creek Explorer Loop

Natchez Trace Connection

North Alabama Birding 

   Music Trail Connection

Bear Creek Floatway
P

Legend

Natchez Trace Parkway

9 mi Belgreen

Natchez Trace Parkway Red Bay17mi

Tishomingo
State
Park

Lower Bear
Creek Floatway

Lower Bear
Creek Floatway

To Hamilton 20 mi. 172

172 241

Lower Bear
Creek Floatway

North Alabama
Birding Trail

Roots of American
Music Trail

43

43

Quad Cities
[Florence, Muscle Shoals,
Sheffield & Tuscumbia]

Swamp John’s
Restaurant

8

88

First United 
Methodist 
Church of 
Red Bay

(Hallelujah
Trail)

Double Springs

The Slow Road Guide to Franklin County,
              Alabama

Decatur Huntsville

Montgomery

Mobile

Birmingham

Franklin 
County



The DON’T MISS list in Franklin Co.
  # 1 - The Dismalites at Dismal Canyons 
  # 2 - A trip on the Bear Creek Floatway
  # 3 - Franklin County Watermelon Festival
  # 4 - Red Bay Museum
  # 5 - A stop at CJ’s Gas & Grocery

what else is there to see?

“Bear Creek Lakes” is actually a series of four lakes ranging in size and excellent for swimming, boating or fishing.  Bear 
Creek Reservoir  is the smallest lake at 670 acres. Little Bear is 1,560 acres and known for its acres of high stumps, while  Upper 
Bear Lake offers 1,850 acres of clean, abundant water. The largest lake, Cedar Creek, has  4,200 acres - ample size for a variety of 
activities.  The lakes each have a distinct character and are stocked with bass, crappie, salt water stripe and more.  With five 
different campgrounds, cabins and plenty of room for outdoor activities, the Lakes are a great vacation spot!  

Near Hodges, Alabama is the Bear Creek Education Center.  The Center hosts group adventures in the natural beauty 
that surrounds the lakes, while teaching outdoor and leadership skills.  You can also see one of Alabama’s earliest  pioneer 
homesites.  Overton Farm is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as an example of early 1800s farm life, and 
structures still remain.   For more information on the Education Center and the array of opportunities it offers, explore the 
website at www.bearcreeklakes.com/education.html.

The Bear Creek Watershed as a whole offers a diverse experience on Alabama’s waterways.  In addition to the lakes, The Bear 
Creek Floatway is a 30-mile float stream – one of the best trips a canoeist can take in Alabama.  It’s a Class I course with the 
exception of two areas.  The Lower Bear Creek Floatway flows through to Tishimongo State Park all the way in Mississippi.  See 
the large scale map for more information on access to the water.

The City of Russellville’s architecture includes a rich 
collection of historic homes and buildings from the 1800’s. 

Take a drive around town and see this beauty.

A WPA mural painted in 1938 by Conrad Albrizzio, 
“Shipment of First Iron Produced in Russellville,” is located 

inside the Russellville Post Office

The Franklin County Archives is a fully-staffed archives 
building in downtown Russellville that’s an excellent 

resource for genealogical research.

In addition to the Dismalites, Dismals Canyon in Phil Campbell 
is an exceptional example of “ecological and geological features 
composing our nation’s natural history.”  As a private Nature 
Conservancy, the site offers visitors a chance to view a natural 
wilderness.  Cabins & campsites allow for extended stays, while 
nature remains the focus.  Visitors can view nature at its finest 
through waterfalls, natural bridges & rock formations. The 
Dismalites - those rare, luminescent creatures - are an added 
bonus to an already pristine setting!

www.dismalscanyon.com
More on Dismals Canyon

Bear Creek Reservoir
www.bearcreeklakes.com

The Red Bay Museum is home to historic artifacts from 
Red Bay’s early days.  From general merchandise to a 
full-scale storefront, you can see life in Red Bay in the 
early 20th century.  Red Bay is also home to country 

music singer Tammy Wynette.   
The museum showcases memorabilia from her life.

 
Plan to see a show while you’re in town!  You don’t want to 

miss the BayTree Council of the Performing Arts.  With 
three plays a season, this local community theater draws 

great crowds from Alabama and Mississippi for 
entertainment galore!

Have you ever seen the inside of a luxury RV?  
At Tiffin Motorhomes, you can take a plant tour and learn 
why people from all over the world buy beautiful, luxurious 

recreational vehicles from these small-town experts.

The Town of Red Bay

Russellville - the County Seat

Be sure to stop at CJ’s Gas and Grocery in Belgreen at 
the intersection of  Highway 24 and County Road 187 for a 

taste of small town Alabama. It is THE community 
gathering spot, just down from the local high school.  

While you’re there, ask the locals about the “Belgreen 
Bear” or other local myths. 

The Crossroads of Belgreen

Historic Architecture in Russellville

Tucked into the Northwest 
corner of Alabama is a 
treasure of 
recreation and charm in 
Franklin County, AL.
Peel off the interstate 
and discover 
the Slow Road in a 
county packed with 
historic sites and 
recreational opportunities.

The Slow Road guide to

Franklin County, 
Alabama

Rainbow Falls at Dismals Canyon

This Slow Road guide to Franklin County offers two alternatives 
to your usual high-speed hum-drum. The next chance you get, 
slow down and enjoy US Highway 43 as a Slow Road Route 
to or from  the Quad Cities.  It’s worth the trip to spend a day 
exploring the County’s unique natural beauty, some of which can 
be found in only a few places in the world!

You could also use Russellville or Red Bay as home base to make 
a loop to these two historic towns, a couple of “Alabama 
crossroads” and the lakes and tributaries of Bear Creek 
Reservoir.  There’s so much to see and do, you might consider 
spending the night before you loop back toward home!

This guide is your invitation to discover all that Franklin County, 
Alabama has to offer.  Whether you intend to use Highway 43 as a 
Slow Road or you make a loop through its natural beauty, we 
know Franklin County will surprise and delight you!  To help 
plan your adventures, here is some useful contact information: 

Russellville - County Seat of Franklin County 
Franklin County Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256 332 1760
    103 N. Jackson Ave  . . . . . . . . . . .  www.franklincountychamber.org 
Franklin County Archives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .256 332 8827
    302 Limestone Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
City of Russellville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .256 332 6060
    400 N. Jackson Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Red Bay
City of Red Bay  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256 356 4473
   114 Fifth Ave SW  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.cityofredbay.org
Red Bay Museum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
   110 Fourth Ave SE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.redbaymuseum.org
BayTree Council for the Performing Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256 356 9829
   303 Fourth Ave SE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  www.baytreecouncil.org 

Phil Campbell 
Dismals Canyon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  205 993 4559
   Highway 8 off US Hwy 43 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.dismalscanyon.com 
Northwest Shoals Community College . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256 331 6200
   2080 College Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.nwscc.edu/newsandevents

Hodges
Bear Creek Lakes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .877 367 2232
   1111 County Road 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  www.bearcreeklakes.com
Abner Overton Farmstead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  256 332 8440
    On site at Bear Creek Environmental Education Center . . . . . . . . . . . 

Belgreen
CJ’s Gas & Grocery  (located at the intersection of ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
   Hwy 24 & Co Rd 187 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgreen,_Alabama

Local Festivals
www.franklincountychamber.org/liveworkplay/localfestivals.php
   County Watermelon Festival in Russellville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  August
   Founder’s Fest in Red Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 
   Downtown Hoedown in Phil Campbell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June
   Spirit of Hodges Festival in Hodges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  October   
   July Fest in Vina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July

How to use this guide

At its formation in 1814, Franklin County was only the fourth 
county in Alabama to be established, making it one of the 
oldest counties in the state.  In a tribute to the United States’ 
proud and still young heritage, the county was named after 
Benjamin Franklin.

Franklin County is a land with a rich Native American 
history.  Cherokees, Chickasaws and Creeks have all called 
the county home, and the rich natural resources they enjoyed 
are still available today.  Nestled among the small towns and 
communities is a plethora of beautiful and unique natural 
areas.

The largest and most visited natural area in the county is 
Bear Creek, well-known as a recreational destination.  With 
four lakes and some of the cleanest waters in Alabama, Bear 
Creek offers fishing, boating, swimming and camping.  The 
onsite Education Center offers everything from rappelling to 
spelunking and bird watching.  You can even test your skills 
and build your confidence in a group session on the Center’s 
ropes course. 

Another fascinating place in Franklin County– indeed a 
“National Natural Landmark” as designated by the National 
Park Service – is Dismals Canyon.  “The Dismals,” as they are 
known locally, hold one of the world’s unique natural 
treasures, while also giving clues to past cultures from the 
Stone Age to Native American tribes.  Dismals Canyon has 
been highlighted by such respected agencies as National 
Geographic and the Discovery Channel, primarily as it is home 
to the rare “Dismalites.”  These tiny bioluminescent creatures 
exist in three known places in the world – New Zealand, 
Australia and Franklin County, Alabama.  

The towns in Franklin County are not to be missed either.  As 
the County seat, Russellville is picturesque with historic 
architecture.  If you’re interested in genealogy, don’t miss the 
excellent Franklin County Archives.  It is fully staffed with a 
wealth of information.  To the west, Red Bay acts as a gateway 
from Mississippi, and a showpiece for history in small-town 
Alabama.  The Red Bay Museum hosts memorabilia from 
several Alabama music legends, as well as a glimpse of life in a 
bustling Southern town in the 1800s.  Red Bay is also home to 
Tiffin Motorhomes, a family-owned business that makes the 
elite luxury recreational vehicle – the Allegra.  You can see the 
Allegra on interstates all over the United States, and it’s made 
right here in Franklin County!  Even in the crossroads town of 
Belgreen, there are haunted tales to pique your interest in 
small town lore.  
Want to know more about Franklin County?  This map will 
give you a taste of all it has to offer.  

Plan your “Slow Road” trip today!
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Canoeing on the Bear Creek Floatway
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Fishing - a favorite pasttime at Bear Creek
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